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St. Paul’s School Choir offers each student the opportunity to develop and use his/her God-given 

vocal talents in the context of corporate worship. The School Choir is composed of those fifth 

through eighth grade students interested in serving in this special ministry. 

 

The School Choir serves St. Paul’s congregation in worship services and other activities. It also 

serves the community and church-at-large and is an outreach and extension of the ministry of the 

parish. The School Choir commitment is for the entire school year. Continuity across the entire 

school year strengthens the Choir in fulfilling its ministry. 

 

Participation in the Choir also ministers to the student. The internalizing of the texts and music being 

prepared can strengthen the spiritual life of the singer. The School Choir immerses the singer in the 

life and rhythm of the church year. Regularly assisting in the worship life of the congregation allows 

the student the opportunity to serve God and His people in the most important earthly activity and, 

ultimately, the only activity in heaven—the worship of the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

The School Choir usually sings one Sunday per month in both the 8:00 and 10:45 A.M. services on 

the appointed Sunday. During the 9:25 hour the singer and his/her family have the privilege of being 

fed through the study of God’s Word in Sunday School and Bible Class. Dismissal during the late 

service is at the beginning of the sermon (approximately 11:15 A.M.), unless previously announced. 

In addition, the School Choir will have opportunities to participate in special festival services as the 

occasions arise.  

 

Regular rehearsals are held during the school day on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:00-12:40 P.M. 

If at all possible, do not schedule dental or other appointments during these two periods. Special 

rehearsals will be called as needed, but kept to a minimum. A schedule of School Choir 

commitments for the entire year is attached. Occasionally, the School Choir is invited to sing off 

campus during the school day. You will be notified of these events. It is a privilege to represent our 

school. A lack of demonstrated, satisfactory commitment to the Choir (in-attendance, misbehavior, 

non-participation, etc.) may preclude the student’s involvement in an event. 
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Guidelines for School Choir 
Grades and Recognition Points 

 

Report Card Grade 

The School Choir report card grades “S” (Satisfactory) and “U” (Unsatisfactory) are based on 

demonstrated attitude, participation, and musical achievement in rehearsals held during school hours. 

In addition to those grades, the grade “O” (Outstanding) is reserved for exemplary participation both 

during and outside of regular school hours. 

 

Blue Slips & Forms 

To assist with preparation for School Choir commitments, blue slips and other forms are sent home 

with your child. Give your attention to the material in a timely way so your child can return it to the 

school office on the due date, no later than 3:30 P.M. Forms turned in after 3:30 P.M. will be 

considered late. 

 

Recognition Points 

St. Paul’s Recognition Program for Students (see Family Handbook, pp. 54-55) includes 

participation in School Choir. Each singer begins a semester with 2.0 points. The retaining of points 

is based upon attitude, participation, and musical achievement during rehearsals, as well as during 

worship services and related School Choir activities. To retain the two (2) recognition points for 

participation in School Choir during the semester, the student should have: 
 

 a. returned “blue slips” on time; 

 b. followed the prescribed dress code (see dress code page); 

 c. no unexcused absences; 

 d.  no more than one (1) excused absence per semester (Excused absences are to be communicated 

to me in writing prior to the scheduled performance/special rehearsal, or, in cases of 

emergency, a telephone call, e-mail message, or a note on the next school day is acceptable. If a 

student is absent due to illness, the child must bring a parental note verifying the illness, or the 

parent must email or call Mr. Bender, and the absence will not be counted against the student 

as an excused absence. It is your responsibility to communicate absence due to illness. It 

will not be assumed. 

 e. no more than two (2) tardy arrivals (“Tardy” means arriving later than ten [10] minutes  

  after the scheduled assembly time.);  

 f. served the School Choir to the best of his/her ability. 

 

Each infraction beyond the allowances given above will result in the deduction of one quarter (0.25) 

point. Loss of more than two of the four points during the course of the year may disqualify the 

student from the end-of-year School Choir participation award. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this material or about the ministry of the School Choir, please 

contact me.  

 

In Christ,  

 

 

 

Mark Bender, Director 
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