Book Review Guidelines

St. Paul’s Lutheran School—Grade 8

Literature Class—Mrs. Rice


The book reviews for the first and fourth quarters this year will take the form of a 5 to 6 page paper which will answer the questions outlined below within its contents.  These are identical to the reviews from last year.  Books intended as subjects of these reports must be chosen from the “Reading List” or Adolescent Literature section of the school library for quarters one and four. For quarter three the book should be taken from my shelves.  Due dates for these reviews are September 17 and March 24.  

The papers will easily take up five or six pages if you are very careful to answer the questions below as completely as possible, giving examples where appropriate and backing up opinions with facts about the book.


The reviews may be typed, but need not be so.  The reviews will be one fourth of the quarter’s literature grade.  The grade will be based on the following criteria:

Content-65 points

Punctuation and Spelling-20 points

Neatness-15 points 


Topics and questions for the review are as follows:

PLOT

--What is the plot in the story?

--What is the main conflict of the story?


--Is it an internal conflict (man vs. self) or an external conflict (man vs. man; man vs. 


nature)?  Explain.


--What occurs at the climax of the story?


--Why do you believe this point to be the climax?


--How is the conflict resolved following the climax?

NARRATION


--Is the narration done from a first person point of view or third person?


--How can you tell? (2 quotes)

--Is the narrator omniscient or limited?  Give 2 examples from the story to show this.

SETTING


--Where does the story take place?


--What is the time setting for the story?  How can you tell? (quotes or examples)

--Could the story have been told just as well in another time setting?


--Why do you think the author chose the setting for this story as he/she did?

IMAGERY


--Find a short section which best shows the author’s use of imagery.  Does he/she use 


imagery well?  Explain.


--Does the author appeal to all (or most) of the five senses when describing a setting?


--Use 2 quotes per sense.


--Which sense(s) is/are appealed to most?

MOOD


--What is the general mood of the story?


--How does the mood help to tell the story?   Explain.


--What has the author written to help establish this mood?


--Are there any points in the book where the mood changes radically?


--If so, why has the author done this?

THEME


--What, in your opinion, is the theme of the story?


--What is it about the book that supports this opinion?


--Do you agree with this message?  Why or why not?


--How does this apply to your life?


In this review, I am not looking for a simple retelling of the plot, although some will be necessary.  Rather, I will be looking for the honest opinion of you as a critical reader, whether positive or negative.  However, each opinion must be explained well and be supported with facts and examples from the book in order to be valid.


In addition, this paper should not be just a collection of answers to the above questions.  The review must be written in essay form, with complete sentences, and should be easily understood by any outside reader who does not have any access to this instruction sheet.


I obviously cannot provide answers for the above questions as help for anyone, but I am willing to help explain the questions whenever necessary.  I am willing to read a review in advance and provide guidance on how to improve it.  Please remember to discuss this at least one week in advance if help is needed.


Good reading and blessings on your review!

